






































March 27, 2020 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 
Chair 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Patty Murray 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray, 

We write to express our strong support for the U.S. Department of Labor’s YouthBuild 
program in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Bill.  We appreciate your support for increased funding in the final FY2020 
appropriation, and respectfully request that you continue to provide increased funding sufficient to 
meet demand for this important program. There are three times more applicants than capacity in the 
program to fulfill these requests, indicating the significant need for additional federal support for 
this critical program. 

Our nation’s ability to reconnect unemployed and undereducated young adults is essential to 
our economic success. YouthBuild focuses on achieving this critical task. Young people between the 
ages of 16 and 24, who left high school without a diploma, apply and enroll in YouthBuild for an 
average of 10 months. This evidence-based model includes an equal division between helping 
participants earn their high school diploma or equivalent and teaching job skills by building 
affordable housing for homeless and low-income people in their communities. In addition to 
construction, some young people train for jobs in other growing sectors, such as healthcare, 
technology, and customer service.   

Since YouthBuild began as a federal program in 1992, over 180,000 YouthBuild students in 
44 states have built nearly 39,000 units of affordable housing in their communities and performed 
more than 49.5 million hours of community service. The U.S. Department of Labor manages this 
program with a heavy focus on data and performance, which has ensured YouthBuild delivers real 
results for its participants. In fact, a recent multi-year, randomized controlled trial study 
demonstrated that YouthBuild students achieve 47 percent more GED attainment, 52 percent 
greater vocational school enrollment, 24 percent more college enrollment, and roughly 20 percent 
greater earnings, even when compared to highly motivated youth receiving other services.    

In America today, there are over 4 million young adults, between the ages of 16 and 24, who 
are not in school or work. An estimated 2 million of these young people have grown up in poverty 
and in under-resourced communities of all kinds across urban, rural, and tribal areas of the country. 



Given this significant need, demand for YouthBuild greatly exceeds federally funded available 
placements through the program. Many strong local sponsors in our states apply to launch or 
continue YouthBuild programs but there is insufficient funding to support these critical local efforts.  

We strongly believe that increased funding to meet the demand for YouthBuild is an 
effective, strategic investment in putting the nation’s disconnected youth on a path to success while 
building an educated, connected, and skilled workforce. For this reason, we request that the 
Committee provide sufficient funding for the Department of Labor YouthBuild program to meet 
the continued and growing need for its services.  

As always, we appreciate your consideration of our request, and thank you for your previous 
support of YouthBuild’s work and mission. 

Sincerely, 

  

_________________________     / s / John Cornyn     
Kirsten Gillibrand       John Cornyn  

United States Senator        United States Senator 

 

 

/ s / Tom Udall                                                        _________________________ 
Tom Udall                                                                               Margaret Wood Hassan 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator          

 
/ s / Richard Blumenthal                                                  _________________________                                              
Richard Blumenthal                                                                Angus S. King, Jr. 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator 
 
 
/ s / Edward J. Markey                           _________________________ 
Edward J. Markey                                                                    Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 
/ s / Tim Kaine                                                                        / s / Christopher S. Murphy   
Tim Kaine                                                                               Christopher S. Murphy 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator 
 
 
/ s / Debbie Stabenow                                                           / s / Robert Menendez  
Debbie Stabenow                                                                    Robert Menendez 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator 
 
 
 



_________________________    _________________________ 
Doug Jones                                                                              Jeanne Shaheen 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 
/ s / Chris Van Hollen                                                             / s / Mazie K. Hirono  
Chris Van Hollen                                                                     Mazie K. Hirono 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 
 
_________________________    / s / Jack Reed 
Jacky Rosen                                                                             Jack Reed 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator 
 
 
_________________________    _________________________ 
Cory A. Booker                                                                       Jon Tester 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator  
 
 
 
/ s / Tammy Baldwin                                      _________________________ 
Tammy Baldwin                                                                       Bernard Sanders 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 
 
 
_________________________    _________________________ 
Dianne Feinstein                                                                     Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator  
 
 
_________________________    / s / Thomas R. Carper  
Benjamin L. Cardin                                                                  Thomas R. Carper          
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
 
/ s / Gary C. Peters                                       _________________________ 
Gary C. Peters                                                                         Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senator                                                              United States Senator  
 
/ s / Brian Schatz                                                                     / s / Catherine Cortez Masto 
Brian Schatz                                                                             Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
/ s / Maria Cantwell                                                                 / s / Amy Klobuchar  
Maria Cantwell                                                                         Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 



 
/ s / Michael F. Bennet                                _________________________ 
Michael F. Bennet                                                                    Ron Wyden 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator 
 
 
_________________________    / s / Martin Heinrich  
Tina Smith                                                                               Martin Heinrich  
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
 
_________________________    / s / Robert P. Casey, Jr.  
Mark R. Warner                                                                       Robert P. Casey, Jr.  
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
  
/ s / Richard J. Durbin                                                            / s / Sherrod Brown 
Richard J. Durbin                                                                    Sherrod Brown 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
/ s / Jeffrey A. Merkley                                                            / s / Kamala D. Harris  
Jeffrey A. Merkley                                                                    Kamala D. Harris 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
 
/ s / Kyrsten Sinema                             _________________________ 
Kyrsten Sinema                                                                        Joe Manchin III 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
/ s / Bill Cassidy, M.D.                                                            / s / Martha McSally  
Bill Cassidy, M.D.                                                                     Martha McSally 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
 
/ s / Mike Crapo                                                                     / s / David A. Perdue  
Mike Crapo                                                                              David A. Perdue 
United States Senator                                                               United States Senator  
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